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Nacional Hispano/Latino de Pastoral
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The Encuentros de Pastoral Hispana
(EPH) are not events, assemblies, or
conferences. The EPH have been a
calling of the bishops to the leaders
that work with the Hispanic people.
The Encuentros have been a convoca-
tion from all the pastoral bases. They
have been journeys of dialogue and
thinking together to find the answers.
Spaces to share the experience of God
and of His Church. Opportunities for
planning and reconciliation. Platforms
to dream and plan our initiatives. Scaf-
folds for the building of projects. The
Encuentros have been a finding of one
another, recognizing the mutual, as
well as the different, roots in a celebra-
tion as the People of God.

Diocese of San Bernardino
1201 E. Highland Ave.
San Bernardino, CA 92404

www.Vencuentro.org

1972 - I Encuentro: The Catholic-Hispanics
were summoned by the bishops, this allowed
us to come out of the shadows to express our
mutual needs, aspirations and contributions as
baptized persons living in the Church in the
United States.

19717 - II Encuentro: We identified ourselves as
a community of Catholic Hispanics who are
diverse yet united in one common faith, history,
culture, and language. We also discern in the
way of being a Church based in an ecclesiology
of communion and a preferential option for the
estranged and those who live in poverty.

1985-II1I Encuentro: Allowed us to raise our
prophetic voice to articulate a clear direction of
the Church’s pastoral response to the Hispanic
presence and our response as Church. This
vision was recorded in the Nacional Pastoral
Plan of Hispanic Ministry (1988) and in a model
of an evangelizing, communal, and missionary
Church.

2000-IV Encuentro: Allowed us to host and to
share an experience of Encuentro (encounter)
with all of the cultures and races that make up
the Church in the United States. The vision of a
Church where all are welcome emerges from
our most profound identity like a community of
mestizos and mulattos that are pilgrims in this
land and called to be wings of solidarity with the
many faces in God’s House.

2006 The First National Hispanic Encuen-
tro of Pastoral Juvenil:

allowed us to listen to the voices of Hispanic/
Latino youth and to discern the best ways to
respond to their needs and aspirations, as
well as to recognize their contributions as
privileged protagonists of the present and
future Church in the United States.

2018 A V Encuentro Nacional Hispano de
Pastoral will encourage us to continue our
walk as God’s people, to raise our voice
once more, and to discern our pastoral
priorities and strategies that are most
appropriate at the present time.

Our gathering toward 2018 is to reflect on
the fire we have received along this path
and on the next stretch of our journey. Who
are those who will receive the light of the
Gospel and toward what path will our light
shine?

Our gathering is meant to help us reflect
on the facts, to date, which place us as a
presence, multiplied in the United States of
America. The Church of the future, will it
be Hispanic? How are we preparing
ourselves? The new generations, will they
continue to be Catholic? It is all dependent
upon us!



